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Profile of the European printing industry
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TURNOVER

Share of turnover per product (EU27, 2022) Size of the EU printing  industry (EU27, 2021)
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10-19 STAFF 4.9% >20 STAFF 4.2%

Source: Eurostat 2024, processed by Intergraf, data for EU27+UK+NO+CH+IS except when specified differently.
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Printed products trade balance (intra- and extra-EU27, in million €, 2023)

Main trade partners of the European printing industry  (EU27, 2023)

Import of printed products from China (EU27, 2012-2023, in €)

Main printed products imported from China to the EU (EU27, 2023)

-300 -100-500 500 700 900 1 1001000 300 1 300

Poland
Netherlands

Germany
Italy

Malta
Czechia

Latvia
Slovenia

Spain 
Lithuania

Estonia
Slovakia
Belgium
Hungary
Bulgaria

Croatia
Greece

Romania
Cyprus

Denmark
Luxembourg

Finland
Sweden

Portugal
Ireland
France
Austria

Positive trade 
balance: 

€1.3 billion

 70% 
of EU trade  
is intra-EU

1 000 000

800 000

600 000

400 000

200 000

0

Export Market Import Market
Switzerland
UK
US
Norway
China

44%
Books

22%
Colouring 

books

11%
Cards

5%
Photographs

4%
Calendars

22%

16%

13%

5% 5%

34%

25%

15%

Net 
exporters 
of printed 
products

Net 
importers 
of printed 
products

1 153
764

638
531

296
296

122
118
117

96
81

68
35
35
28

13

-14
-16
-22
-26

-60
-65

-107
-126

-287
-312

-325



2024 INTERGRAF ECONOMIC REPORT  / 4. MARKET REPORT 57

4.6 Energy market

EU electricity prices for industrial consumers, 2023 (second semester), in €/KWh %-change in EU electricity prices for industrial consumers, 2023/2022 and 2023/2008, in €/KWh

Source: Eurostat*

* The prices mentioned refer to Electricity prices for industrial consumers (all taxes and levies included) in €/KWh, which correspond to 
medium standard industrial consumption band with an annual consumption of electricity between 500 and 2000 MWh.
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Economic information available in the Report:
Profile of the printing industry, labour costs, production value, 
trade figures, print-related market data, selected country report.

More economic information in  
the 2024 Intergraf Economic Report
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4.4 Book publishing market

Publishers’ revenue from sales of books (€ billion), 2006-2022

Source: FEP (Federation of European publishers)*

* Data are estimates and figures are rounded. Figures refer to net publishers’ turnover, i.e. the publishers’ total revenues from the sales of books, not the total market for books (margin of booksellers or other retailers).

Number of titles in print (active catalogue) in Europe, 2006-2022
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€23.9 billion of revenue from sales of books in 2022
575,000 new books published in 2022 – 2022/2006 +20%
13,800,000 titles in print in 2022 – 2022/2006 x2.6

ORDER YOUR COPY
www.intergraf.eu/communications/annual-economic-report
(free for Intergraf member associations and company members).

European print market review and 
forecasts until 2029 from research 
company Smithers included in the report.
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2.2 Labour costs
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Wages and salaries, printing industry, EU-27, index 2021=100)
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Source: Eurostat

www.intergraf.eu/communications/annual-economic-report

